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Corn Belt Ports

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/under-summer-sun-midwest-corn-belt-most-biologically-productive-place-earth-180950460/
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This Article Gave Birth to the Corn Belt Ports 

https://www.waterwaysjournal.
net/2019/08/01/quad-cities-
are-loaded-with-port-potential/
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Translate the freight tonnage 
handled in and by the regional 

Corn Belt Ports into long-
overdue investment in our area. 

Helped attract over $2B in IIJA and other 
funding since 2022 and still growing!



Regional & 
Local
Ports 

National 
       Waterways 

A Formula that Delivers 
for Our Private Terminals & 
Our Riverfront Communities

(Local Public/Private
Partnerships)

Increased Manmade 
& Natural Infrastructure 

Investment





Corn Belt Ports

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(A Top 50 US Port)

Corn for Grain 2018

Production by County

For Selected States

NESP
Enabler

Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland Ports

Coastal Port Access
 to Global Markets



Corn Production By State 2023

Corn Production by State 2023 – Wisevoter; https://wisevoter.com/state-rankings/corn-production-by-state/
 

Corn Belt Ports

Perfectly 

Aligned 

with both Grain

Production &

Infrastructure
Locks & Dam 26

(Melvin Price)

https://wisevoter.com/state-rankings/corn-production-by-state/
https://wisevoter.com/state-rankings/corn-production-by-state/


Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 



Intersections of U.S. Interstate Highways 
with U.S. Marine Highways (as a Minimum) 

is the U.S. Port Standard for the Mississippi 
River & Illinois Waterway 

+ La Crosse/Winona
+ Quad Cities
+ Quincy/Hannibal
+ Peoria/Ottawa
+ Joliet

I-90
I-80
I-72
I-74/39
I-55



Intersections of U.S. Interstate Highways 
with U.S. Marine Highways (as a Minimum) 

is the U.S. Port Standard for the Mississippi 
River & Illinois Waterway 

U.S. Port Added During 
the Corn Belt Ports Initiative

+ La Crosse/Winona
+ Quad Cities
+ Quincy/Hannibal
+ Peoria/Ottawa
+ Joliet

I-90
I-80
I-72
I-74/39
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https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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Joliet Regional Port, IL

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards


ARRA
American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act of 2009



2021 
Bipartisan 

Infrastructure 
Law





Plus, Sustainability
Sustainability is the Foundation of the Corn Belt Ports 
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150+
Defense 

Contractors

Aligned with the Midwest’s Defense 
Industrial, Manufacturing and Logistics 

Corridor



Upper Mississippi
River Ports of 

IA & IL
Centered on 
Rock Island

8.4 M Tons (2020)
56th Largest U.S. Port

Inland “Linear” Port

Dodge, Lummus 
& Sam's Island

8.4 M Tons (2020)
55th Largest U.S. Port 

Port of 
Miami

Coastal “Point” Port



Non-Federal Sponsor for Marine Highway 35



Corn Belt Ports 
Coordinating Team
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Chris Smith
Director of Operations

Robert Sinkler
Executive Coordinating 

Director

Dr. Anshu Singh
Sustainability & 

Conservation Director
anshu.singh@cornbeltports.com

chris.smith@cornbeltports.com

Robert.Sinkler@cornbeltports.com

www.cornbeltports.com

http://www.cornbeltports.com/


UMR & ILWW
Lock & Dam System

Mississippi Valley Multi-Purpose 
“Projects” & Local Sponsors

HSDRRSMR&T

New in 2020!

Regulating
Works

Middle Mississippi 
River

Partnership &
River Resources 

Action Team
(RRAT)



24Positive Environmental Impact

• Climate Resiliency (low water/drought issue eliminated)

• Climate Sustainability (barges have smaller CO2 footprint)

• Focused on upgrading existing infrastructure (not new)

Davenport, IA 1933 Drought Rock Island, IL 1933 Drought

Clocktower

Environmental Impact
Our Rivers Do Not Dry Up

Pre- 9’ Channel Lock & Dam System

Pre- 9’ Channel Lock & Dam System



“In the past 150 years,.. the majority of 
wetlands have been destroyed. In Iowa 
alone, over 90 percent of wetlands have 

been drained for agriculture and 
development.”

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ia/newsroom/factsheets/nrcs142p2_008530/#:
~:text=In%20Iowa%20alone%2C%20over%2090%20percent%20of%20wetlands,legislation%2
C%20government%20programs%20and%20individual%20actions%20for%20protection.

Aquatic Habitat improvements in the navigation pools 
and in the floodplains of the Upper Mississippi and 

Illinois Rivers help regionally mitigate for the wetland loss.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ia/newsroom/factsheets/nrcs142p2_008530/#:~:text=In%20Iowa%20alone%2C%20over%2090%20percent%20of%20wetlands,legislation%2C%20government%20programs%20and%20individual%20actions%20for%20protection
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ia/newsroom/factsheets/nrcs142p2_008530/#:~:text=In%20Iowa%20alone%2C%20over%2090%20percent%20of%20wetlands,legislation%2C%20government%20programs%20and%20individual%20actions%20for%20protection
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ia/newsroom/factsheets/nrcs142p2_008530/#:~:text=In%20Iowa%20alone%2C%20over%2090%20percent%20of%20wetlands,legislation%2C%20government%20programs%20and%20individual%20actions%20for%20protection
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