
A Major Navigation & Ecosystem Sustainability 
Program (NESP) Enabler and Supporter…

Corn Belt Ports
Update? 

17 Mar 2025





You Can’t Invest in a Port that Doesn’t Exist!



49/8/2019 V.10
https://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Navigation/Inland-Waterways-Users-Board/Trust-Fund-Projects/

New Locks Only Go To 
Where There are Ports
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A Port Shadow Zone

Pre-2020 Situation



No Ports = No Grants

The one “INFRA” 
grant Dubuque 
“received” was 

returned.



ARRA
American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act of 2009



Regional & 
Local
Ports 

National 
       Waterways 

A Formula that Delivers 
for Our Private Terminals & 
Our Riverfront Communities

(Local Public/Private
Partnerships)

Increased Manmade 
& Natural Infrastructure 

Investment



Corn Belt Ports

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(A Top 50 US Port)

Corn for Grain 2018

Production by County

For Selected States

NESP
Enabler

Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland Ports

Coastal Port Access
 to Global Markets



Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 
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https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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(Model)

Joliet Regional Port, IL

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards


41 Mid-America Port

     Commission

2022 POWER PORTS Global Trade : July/August 2022 
(mydigitalpublication.com)

Top 50 Power Ports

https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports


https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download

https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download 


NESP Timeline
• 1993 Feasibility Study Begins

• 2004 Feasibility Report Complete, Chief’s Report Signed

• 2005 Initial Receipt of PED (Pre-Engineering & Design) Funds

• 2007 Program Authorized in WRDA

• 2008 Economic Reevaluation

• 2009 American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) $0

• 2009 – 2018 Decade of Death  (No NESP Funding) 

• 2019 Navigation Economic Reevaluation

• 2020/1 $9.5M Received in PED

• 2021 Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA)

• 2022 (Jan) Construction Start ($829.1 M) (IIJA)

• 2022 (Mar) Congress Directs Spending $45.1 M

• 2022 (May) Work Plan Appropriations (12.179 M)

• 2023 (Dec) Congress Directs Spending $49.3 M

• 2023 (Feb) Work Plan Appropriations (18.397 M)
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2003

The NESP Resurrection

Waterways + Ports



2021 
Bipartisan 

Infrastructure 
Law



“Through modern locks, we are gonna help farmers get their 

products to markets faster, more efficiently, lower costs and 
keep American agriculture globally competitive,”

April 12, 2022: President Joe Biden in Menlo, Iowa

Retrofitting 
Lock and Dam 

25 with a 1200’ 
Lock was 

Funded in the 
Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Bill!



Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 

2024 Port Infrastructure 
Development Program Grants 

2

1 Hennepin, IL $38,582,711

Hardin, IL $9,000,000

2

A

15 November 2024

B

C

1



Corn Belt Ports Leadership
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Blake Roderick
Chair, 

Mid-America Port 
Commission

Travis McGlasson 
Chair, Illinois 

Waterway Ports
Commission

Mike Thoms 
Chair,

Rock Island Regional 
Port District

Upper Mississippi River Ports (IA & IL)

Jim Irwin 
Chair,

Ports of Eastern Iowa 
Authority



Mid-America Port Commission
Illinois Waterway Ports Commission
 

“Illinois” Port Commissions
Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland Ports 



UMR & ILWW
Lock & Dam System

Mississippi Valley Multi-Purpose 
“Projects” & Local Sponsors

HSDRRSMR&T

New in 2020!

Regulating
Works

Middle Mississippi 
River

Partnership &
River Resources 

Action Team
(RRAT)



IOWA PORTS
ASSOCIATION

Serving the Rural, Regional, Inland Ports on 
Iowa’s East and West Coasts



Southern IL
Regional Ports

Commission

Mid-America
Port Commission

Mississippi 
River Ports

(E. IA 
& W. IL) Illinois

Waterway
 Ports

Comm.

Very General 
Depiction of 
Boundaries L/D 26

Port of 
Metropolitan

 St. Louis

Intermodal
Center

Very General 
Depiction of 
Boundaries L/D 26

Port of 
Metropolitan

 St. Louis

U.S. Ports
  2020

U.S. Ports
Pre-2020





U.S. Civil Works Priorities 
The Corn Belt Ports Support All



Corn Belt Ports Model
Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland 

Regional Partnership Port
Multi-Modal Regional Port Commission/Association

Lead Economic Development Organization

Lead Business/Industry Organization

Regional Planning Agencies (MPO Center)

Sustainability & Environmental Working Group

Riverfront Cities and Towns Collaboration

Flood Infrastructure Working Group



Corn Belt Ports 
Coordinating Team

26

Chris Smith
Director of Operations

Robert Sinkler
Executive Director

Dr. Anshu Singh
Sustainability & 

Conservation Director
anshu.singh@cornbeltports.com

chris.smith@cornbeltports.com

Robert.Sinkler@cornbeltports.com

www.cornbeltports.com

http://www.cornbeltports.com/
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