
Green Marine 

Highway Initiative



Corn Belt Ports

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/under-summer-sun-midwest-corn-belt-most-biologically-productive-place-earth-180950460/
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Conspicuously Absent 2019

https://geospatial -usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

National Ports GIS Database Map

The Inland Ports 
љ7ũċĦťШcŸũĲњ

(Port Shadow Zone)

Locks & Dam 26

https://geospatial -usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
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Corn Belt Ports Today

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

National Ports GIS Database Map (2022)

Locks & Dam 26

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00


Black Hole Eliminated in 2020
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Corn Belt Ports

Soybeans 2018

Production by County

For Selected States

NESP
Enabler

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(A Top 50 US Port)

Coastal Port Access
 to Global Markets

Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multi -Modal, Inland Ports



41 Mid-America Port

     Commission

2022 POWER PORTS Global Trade : July/August 2022 
(mydigitalpublication.com)

Top 50 Power Ports

https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports


https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download

https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download 
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download 
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download 
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download 
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download 


Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 

Economic Impact of 
the Corn Belt Ports

VOver 219,000 Inland Port 
and Waterways Jobs*

VOver $13 Billion in 
Personal Income*

VOver $24 Billion in Gross 
State Product* 

VOver $1.3 Billion in State 
and Local Tax Revenue*

V8 Small Boat Shipyards
VOver 15 City and County 

Ports
VOver  200 Public and 

Private Terminals
*2021 Adapted from 

National Waterways Foundation 
Economic Impact by State 



https://www.seaway.dot.gov/GSCNForum

https://www.seaway.dot.gov/GSCNForum


Mid-America
Port Commission

Upper   
Mississippi 
River Ports

(IA & IL)
Illinois

Waterway
 Ports

Very General 
Depiction of 
Boundaries L/D 26

Green Marine 
Highway Port 

Segments

Illinois
Counties

Grant 
(Approx)

ILWW Ports 
Commission

10 $1.2 M

Mid-America 
Intermodal 
Authority Port 
District

11 $750,000

Upper 
Mississippi 
River 
International 
Port District 
(UMRIPD)

2 $1 M

2024 Clean Ports Program Grant 

Baseline Emissions Inventory that Supports the 
Blue Sky Maritime Coalition Net Zero Road Map 

(First Ever)

Grant Managed 
Directly With IEPA





Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 

Green Marine 

Highway 

Initiative



GOALS: 
Å Move more freight to waterways & lower carbon footprint 

transportation modes
Å Reduce energy & transportation costs for (or add value to) r 

riverfront communities & businesses through technology & 
innovation

Å Advance clean energy initiatives (Hydropower, Nuclear, 
Wind, Solar, & Hydrogen) 

Å Advance alternative lower carbon fuel production (including 
biofuels, & renewables)

Å Electrify vehicles & industrial processes where suitable  
Å Enhance flood risk management & resilience
Å Advance aquatic ecosystems, & carbon -storing wetlands
Å Develop & implement a regional multi-modal supply chain 

decarbonization plan
Å Support the 7ũƨĲШÉťǃШ~ċƖŔƣŔůĲШ9ŸċũŔƣŔŸŰќƚШRoad Map to Net 

Zero Emissions



Barge Transportation- Smallest 
Carbon footprint 

43% More than Barges

800% 
More than 
Barges

Source: https://www.nationalwaterwaysfoundation.org/file/28/TTI%202022%20FINAL%20Report%202001-2019%201.pdf



ENERGY



Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(A Top 50 US Port)

U.S. Non-powered Dams with Potential Capacity 
Greater than One Megawatt



Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 

Dresden Clean Energy Center

Quad Cities Clean Energy Center

Prairie Island Generating Station









Solar Energy Champions

Rural Electric 
Cooperatives Leading 

Solar Power 
Generation 



https://www.constellationenergy.com/newsroom/2023/Constellation-To-Play-Key-Role-in-1-
Billion-Clean-Hydrogen-Hub-Awarded-by-US-Department-of-Energy.html

https://www.constellationenergy.com/newsroom/2023/Constellation-To-Play-Key-Role-in-1-Billion-Clean-Hydrogen-Hub-Awarded-by-US-Department-of-Energy.html
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Lower Carbon Biofuels & 
Renewables







Flood Risk Management 





The Upper 
Mississippi River 
System (UMRS) was 
recognized in 1986
by Congress as a 
άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳέΦ 

ÅProvide critical habitat to 25 % of native fish species and support more than 300 bird species 

ÅDƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ Ŧƭȅǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ сл҈ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ



Navigation and Ecosystem
Sustainability Program 

(NESP)

Ecosystem Restoration 
Programs





Nov 5, 2025 in Peoria IL



Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 



Corn Belt Ports

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(A Top 50 US Port)

Corn for Grain 2018

Production by County

For Selected States

NESP
Enabler

Coastal Port Access 
to Global Markets

Modern, Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland Ports



Corn Belt Ports are aligned 
with M35 & M55  


