
“Our Ports Are an Essential 
Part of Our Economy.”



Sec. 11. Establish Maritime Prosperity Zones. Within 90 days of the date of this order, the 
Secretary of Commerce, in coordination with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of 
Transportation, and the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall deliver a plan to the President 
through the APNSA for inclusion in the MAP that identifies opportunities to incentivize and 
facilitate domestic and allied investment in United States maritime industries and waterfront 
communities through establishment of maritime prosperity zones.  The proposal shall: (a) 
model these maritime prosperity zones on the opportunity zones established pursuant to 
section 13823 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-97, 131 Stat. 2054), which I 
signed into law during my first Administration;
(b) include stipulations for appropriate regulatory relief in the establishment of such zones; 
and
(c) provide for zones that are outside of traditional coastal shipbuilding and ship repair centers 
and are geographically diverse, including river regions as well as the Great Lakes.



Black Hole Eliminated in 2020
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Major Cities 
Peoria Metropolitan Area
Ottawa

Ports (State Recognized)
Havana Regional Port (2311)
Heart of Illinois Regional Port (2312) 
Illinois Valley Regional Port (2313)
Ottawa City Port (7712)
Seneca Regional Port (7710)
IWPC Managed Port Area 

Metropolitan Planning Organization
Tri-County 

Regional Planning Agencies (See Map)
North Central Illinois
Tri-County
Western Illinois

USACE (Corps) ILWW Project Office
Peoria 

Supporting USCG (Coast Guard) Office
Peoria

Illinois Waterway Visitors Center
Starved Rock Lock and Dam (Ottawa)

Lead Resource Supt Agency (Western IL Univ)
Institute for Rural Affairs (Plus)

Illinois Waterway Ports 
Commission (IWPC)

Illinois Waterway Ports
Commission



Illinois Waterway Ports 
Commission Ports
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Dan Silverthorn
Chair, 

*Heart of Illinois 
Regional Port

District

Bob Martin 
Chair, 

Havana 
Regional 

Port District

Dave Argubright 
Chair,

Illinois Valley
Regional Port

District

Keith Conrad
Chair, 

Ottawa 
City Port 
District

Stephen Spangler
Chair, 

Seneca
Regional Port

District

5 Distinct Port Operating Organizations 
*Provides 

Administrative
& Logistics 

Support

*



Regional Port Branding on the Illinois Waterway



Illinois Waterway
Modern, Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland Port

A Regional Partnership Port
Multi-Modal Regional Port Commission

Lead Economic Development Organization

Lead Business/Industry Organization

Regional Planning Agencies

Sustainability & Environmental Working Group Illinois River
Working Group

Riverfront Cities and Towns Collaboration

(MPO)

Flood Infrastructure Working Group TBD











Green Marine Highway Initiative  
M-35 & M-55 (ILWW)

VISION : The Corn Belt Ports provides regional, national, and global leadership 
in sustainability and resiliency through Green Marine Highway initiatives.

SUSTAINAIBILITY MISSION: Promote a low carbon, sustainable, resilient, 
multi-modal transportation and natural infrastructure supply chain system for 
the Corn Belt’s riverfront counties that supports both people and nature. 

GOALS: 
• Move more freight to waterways and lower carbon footprint transportation modes
• Reduce energy & transportation costs for riverfront communities and businesses
• Advance clean energy initiatives (Hydropower, Nuclear, Wind, Solar, and Hydrogen) 
• Advance alternative lower carbon fuel production (including biofuels, and 

renewables)
• Electrify vehicles and industrial processes where feasible and suitable  
• Develop and implement a regional multi-modal supply chain decarbonization plan
• Advance aquatic ecosystems, and carbon-storing wetlands
• Enhance flood risk management and resilience
• Support the Blue Sky Maritime Coalition’s Road Map to Net Zero Emissions

A Rural, Regional Approach to Decarbonization

Rolled Out October 2024
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