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Why Wetlands? 
Ecological Services: 
Å Flood water storage

Å Groundwater Recharge

Å Carbon Sequestration

Å Water Quality

Å Nutrient cycling and storage

Wetland dependent species:
Å Fish, Wildlife, Plants

People: 
Å Recreation ɷWildlife Viewing, Paddling, Fishing, Hunting

Å Connect with Nature ɷMental Health

Å seeɢ DĄōŁōĤĮĄëŁ µĎũƐĮĄĎŬɤ 2Randy Smith



Large River Systems in MWD
Mississippi River
Illinois River
Ohio River
Wabash River
Rock River
Kaskaskia River

Rivers of Note 
with influence on M W D  riverscape: 
M issouri River, M eram ec River, Des Moines River



Illinois River Program
ÅWhy the Illinois River? 
ÅHistorical Significance: 
ÅAncient Mississippi 
ÅPeople, Mussels, Fish, Ducks

ÅChanges:
ÅChicago River
ÅFloodplain DLDs
ÅNavigation
ÅWatershed

ÅThreats: 
ÅSediment
ÅInvasive Species
ÅNutrients
ÅWater Quality
ÅWatershed changes
ÅHeadwaters changes



5

Moist-soil plants (Bidens cernua) at Emiquon Preserve: Randy 
Smith

¢b/Ωǎ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ wƛǾŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ



¢b/Ωǎ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ wƛǾŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ
ÅEmiquon Preserve
Å6,700 acre Floodplain and Upland
ÅDrainage and Levee District
ÅMid-way between L&Ds

ÅSpunky Bottoms Preserve
Å1,200 acre Floodplain and Upland
ÅDrainage and Levee District
ÅJust below LaGrange L&D

ÅάRestoring and sustaining world-class 
floodplain wetlands with ecological 
processes and habitats that support native 
plant and animal communities and 
contribute to the ecological health of the 
Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ wƛǾŜǊΦέ

Emiquon

Spunky 
Bottoms
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ÅEcological capacity
ÅDrainage and levee districts
ÅIL River: 322,000 acres

ÅExisting Wetlands
Å60,000+ acres

ÅLofty Goal: 57,982 acres 
impacted

Illinois River

Josh Osborne; IL Natural History Survey
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711 km river systems protected

2,576 km river systems with improved management

7,937 ha lakes & wetlands protected

31,391 ha lakes & wetlands with improved management

Illinois River at Spunky Bottoms: Randy Smith

Midwest Division 
2030 Goals

111,000 ha land area protected

77,282 ha land area with improved management
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Sunset at Emiquon Preserve: Randy Smith

Engage communities around floodplains

Engage wetland managers around 
coordinated management

Engage wetland managers to promote better 
practices3
Develop and maintain BMP demonstrations

Strategic Approaches

5
6
7

Identify funding mechanisms for capitol projects 
and O&M
Research and tools to communicate BMPs and 
implement management strategies

Strategies to bring more acres under management

1

2

4
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