TheNature @

TlcNbtateire A e

llimdiRiRéve
Phoggaam

Randy Smith
lllinois River Project Director

Image Credits:



Why Wetlands? e
Ecological Services: e et
A Flood water storage |
A Groundwater Recharge

A Carbon Sequestration

A Water Quality

A Nutrient cycling and storage

Wetland dependent species:
A Fish, Wildlife, Plants

People:

A Recreation oWildlife Viewing, Paddling, Fishing, Hunting
A Connect with Nature @Mental Health
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Midwest Division 2030 Goals Planning TheNature @,

Conservancy
Strategy Context .

Protecting nature. Preserving life
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lllinois River Program

AWhy the lllinois River?

AHistorical Significance:

A Ancient Mississippi
A People, Mussels Fish, Ducks

AChanges:
A Chicago River
A Floodplain DLDgE
A Navigation it
A Watershed

AThreats:
A Sediment
A Invasive Species
A Nutrients e
A Water Quality - .
A Watershed changes =
A Headwaters change: :

LLINOIS WATERWAY
PROFILE
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Anderson Lake, Fulton County, IL.
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Road
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» Stafford, et al. 2010. Historical and contemporary characteristics and waterfowl use of Illinois River valley wetlands. Wetlands. 30:565-576.
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AEmiquon Preserve
A6,700 acre Floodplain and Upland
ADrainage and Levee District
AMid-way between L&Ds

ASpunky Bottoms Preserve
A1,200 acre Floodplain and Upland
ADrainage and Levee District
Adust below LaGrange L&D

AdRestoring and sustaining worldlass

floodplain wetlands with ecological
processes and habitats that support nativi
olant and animal communities and
contribute to the ecological health of the
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T.J. O’Brien L&D Chicyago E
Lockport L&D

Brandon Road L&D
Dresden Island L&D S |

Marseilles L&D
Starved Rock L&D

Peoria L&D

LaGrange L&D

0 5 50
[

100
1 Miles

4 lllinois Waterway Locks & Dams

N

A

= Rivers

City Limits




E i TheNature
m I q u o n (.-()I]SL_‘I"\’JI](_"\_'

Conservancy acquisitions at Emiquon in 2000
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Conservancy acquisitions at Emiquon in 2000
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Emiquon
Pre-restoration
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(FBS)

B Aquatic Bed
Floating-leaved
Bl Hemi-marsh
B Mudfiat

Non-persistent
D Emergent

I Open Water
Bl Persistent Emergent
I scrub-shrub
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Water Control Structure




_ Abingdon : :
Yatés CiElmwood "~Peoria
O 1 O

: 3 P

: | n n n
- lllinois River
:cAvon ‘ 4

I
|
|
|
I

®p
E] ’ 1_\Canton
2 Att Creek

AEcological capacity
A Drainage and llevee diistricts

I

|

)

]

|

I

|

|

I

: Cuba OSouth Pekin

]

. A : 322,000

. IL River: 322,000 acres

I : - S L e =

| \ - —--—-—----Manito-- = o nEt  mlz . =

| - ( = -

! ) "l Lewistown sand Ridge Joul -

| ¢ State Forest

" Table Grove

I O

1
Industry S

=" N a a0 I a0 000 e Ve mewee e et oy

| 5

1 DVen'nont = =/ > ey .
______________ 3 4 Y

: . Y ’ N

| e e ‘Goal: 57,98

| \

: . . [ ] ’ -

gaee® /e | mpasted

,.§an jamon Rivel

,Oeek Cass

: )Vlrginla

/Arenzuille

Nashvil ‘
Oy

oSpringﬂeld
L oLeland Grove |

3
1 |
o ] Jacksonville " - ! @ Sangamon
J

I




TheNature @
Conservancy -

Midwest Division
2030 Goals

711 km river systems protected

2,576 km river systems with improved management
7,937 ha lakes & wetlands protected
31,391 ha lakes & wetlands with improved management

111,000 ha land area protected

77,282 ha land area with improved management

lllinois River at Spunky Bottoms: Randy 3§
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\ Strategic Approaches:=»

1 Engage communities around floodplains

Engage wetland managers around
coordinated management

Engage wetland managers to promote better
practices

|dentify funding mechanisms for capitol projects
and O&M

Research and tools to communicate BMPs and

4 Develop and maintain BMP demonstrations
6 Implement management strategies

Strategies to bring more acres under management

Sunset at Emiquon Preserve: Randy Smith
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