The IWinois River Cities and
Towns Initiative (IRCTI)

Inaugural Conference Nov 5-6, 2025, Peoria, IL
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* The Cities and Towns along the Illinois River need to
be organized like the Great Lakes and Mississippi
River to Influence National Policy and Investment
Decisions.
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CITIES INITIATIVE

The Mississippi River Cities and hitps://glslcities.org/

Towns Initiative

https://www.mrcti.org/about-us
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Illinois Waterway Ports Commission
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Strategic Context

lllinois River Basin

* 44% of the state’s land area

* 90% of lllinois” population resides
in the counties overlapping wholly
or partially with the watershed

* 48% of the state’s agricultural
production

* 44.6% of the state’s waterborne
freight tonnage (34.7 M Tons)
(2021)

http://ilrdss.isws.illinois.edu/links/watersheds.asp?ws=23 4
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.. Coastal and Inland U.S. Ports

U.S. Ports Map from a Federal Agency Website 30 August 2024
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Everyday We Must Fight for Visibility at the National Level
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lllinois Waterway Ports

Illinois Waterway Ports Commission /
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Leading U.S. Ports in 2020 éP\_)RT

(Millions of Short Tons and Percent Change® from 2019) %< llinois Waterway Ports Commission

Domestic Foreign Total
Port Tons % Tons % Tons %

e
w41 Mid-America Port, IA, IL and MO 15.0 245 ** 0.0 15.0 245 o
242 I* lllinois Waterway Ports, IL* 14.9 o — — 14.9 w D
§43 L Two Harbors, MN 11.7 -12.4 The U.S. Coastal and 13.5 -20.2 n°:
g’ﬂ-ﬂ- C BﬂE‘,t-Dn MA 34 -33? Inland Navzliz;tolon System 133 -15? g
%45 C Honolulu, O'ahu, \) 11.4 -10.4 Transportation 12.3 -145 g
S 46 C Galveston, T ’X 5.2 7.3 s 11.9 9.0 5
- 47 C Port of L{] 1.1 1.3 11.1 145 <
g 48 C Pc:r%e ver U 2 E 18.0 102  -6.9 g
w 49 L uyah -24.4 9.4 -205 o
EJD C %‘uan P ; Goal fi -0.5 03 101
51 L inois r al Port, IL 7.2 -13.8 91 -90.4
52 L Tnledo@ ounty Port, OH? 43 -21.0 9.0 -1.8
53 I Memphis=shelby County Port, TN 8.7 -2.6 ' S e— I | -2.6
54 I Joliet Regional Port, IL 8.6 -6.7 ** 0.0 86 -6.7
55 C PortMiami, FL 0.2 39.9 8.2 -5.5 8.4 -4.8
56 I E lowa and W lllinois, IA IL 8.4 56.6 ** 0.0 84 56.6
57 L Detroit-Wayne County Port, Ml 57 -440 24 -195 8.2 -384
58 C New Haven, CT 48 -17.5 3.3 -5.1 81 -129
59 I Louisville- Jefferson Port, KY?2 8.1 -276 ** 0.0 8.1 -276
60 I Nashville, TN 7.5 8.7 *x 0.0 7.5 8.7

We Must Maintain Our National Ranking

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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o e = e\ Top 50 Power Ports
s | | 78 The Gase Against

‘-;,/ ' %) | Ma“"mm"“gm .“sla ¢ IIinnis Waterway Ports
A- {\Y}  Previous year: not ranked
g Total tons: 14.9 million

o) i sPORT
;‘ portance o » Aerosnace _b

*I'el" : lllinois Waterway Ports Commission

Y We Must Maintain
“ANY  Our Global Standing

2022 POWER PORTS Global Trade : July/August 2022
(mydigitalpublication.com)
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https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports

2023 Port Performance Freight Statistics Program:

Annual Report to Congress N
o/

U.5. Department of Transportation

TABLE 2-3 List of Top 25 Ports by Dry Bulk Tonnage Office of the Secretary of Transportation

(Ranked by short tons)
1. South Louisiana, LA, Port of 14. Huntington-Tristate, KY, OH, WV
2. New Orleans 15. Kalama PORTS
3. Plaguemines Port District 16. New Bourbon Port Authority, MO o
4. Virginia, VA, Port of 17. Portland % P ) RT
5. Baton Rouge, LA 18. Mid-America Port, IA, IL and MO = \,
6. Mobile, AL 19. Pittsburgh lllinois Waterway Ports Commission
7. Mid-Ohio Valley Port, OH and WV | 20. lllinois Waterway Ports Terminals \W l\
8. Cincinnati-Northern KY, Ports of | 21. Two Harbors ‘1\‘1\‘\ “'\‘
9. St. Louis Metro Port, IL and MO 22. Corpus Christi “ ’ o \‘ ,\‘ l\ ‘

: ' \‘ ,l ‘\\‘l\ y}

10. Duluth-Superior, MN and WI | 23. Seattle C"‘“ N 0 .
11. Indiana (Northern District) 24. Longview ’ . “‘“«J ¥ _“‘l\‘\\
12. Houston Port Authority, TX 25. Tampa Port Authority (‘ \ “‘“\7 ‘/
13. Baltimore S‘\‘

https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot 65990 DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download
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Illinois Waterway

Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland Port QO
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Multi-Modal Regional Port Commission HP\_) RT
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Regional Planning Agencies &
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Illinois River

Sustainability & Environmental Working Group
Working Group

Riverfront Cities and Towns Collaboration IRCT/



Stronger Together: The City-Port Partnership
Shared objectives for Growth and Sustainability

* Driving Economic
Growth: Increased trade,
commerce, and job
creation

* Attracting Investment:
Enhancing infrastructure
and business
opportunities

* Sustainable
Development: Balancing
economic progress with
river ecosystem
management
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IRCTI Launch at MRCTI Annual
Meeting in Baton Rouge, LA
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Illinois River Port Communities
Form Coalition

The Illinois Waterways Ports Commission (IWPC) has announced the formation of the Illinois River Cities &
Towns Initiative (IRCTI).

IRCTI is a coalition of more than 12 mayor-led cities and towns along the Illinois River that will serve as a

unified and independent voice advocating for the economic, environmental and political interests of the

Illinois River region.

The initiative’s goals include working to secure significant state and federal grant funding and
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£72*  IRCTI Launch at MRCTI Annual
etz Meeting in Baton Rouge, LA

Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative (IRCTI) in the news
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https://waterwayscouncil.org/media/in-the-news/article/2024/09/initiative-will-

be-advocate-for-needs-of-illinois-river-communities

https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2024/09/20/illinois-river-port-communities-

form-coalition/

https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/ports-along-the-

mississippi-river-unified-how-it-impacts-central-
illinois/#:~:text=The%20Illinois%20River%20Cities%20and,East%20Peoria%20Ma
yor%20John%20Kahl.&text=Anshu%20Singh%20is%20the%20project,the%20grou

P%20is%20being%20formed.

https://www.myjournalcourier.com/news/article/new-initiative-advocate-illinois-
river-19773837.php

https://www.shawlocal.com/morris-herald-news/2024/09/19/morris-part-of-new-

illinois-river-cities-coalition/
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IRCTI Organizational Meeting
Feb 2025

Rita Ali Robert Hasty John Kahl Chris Brown Missey Schumacher

Mayor Mayor Mayor Mayor Mayor
Peoria Ottawa East Peoria Morris Channahon
Co- Chair IRCTI Co- Chair IRCTI Co-Vice ChairIRCTI  Co- Vice Chair IRCTI Secretary IRCTI

Waterways Journal published an article on IRCTI on Friday, February 21st, 2025:

https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2025/02/21/illinois-river-ports-form-association/

Shaw Media also pICked up the story and ran this article: nttps://www.shawlocal.comillinois-
valley/2025/02/23/ottawa-joins-illinois-river-mayors-to-launch-illinois-river-cities-and-towns-initiative/?utm_campaign=snd-
autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_MyWebTimes&fbclid=lwY2xjawlpieZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHbyqgb5A5sLU70CsX1d)J
c3yFYcsgg7RcRT7F7_065g1IMfw-Cm4GhccUxg_aem_tRRDpCxMj5TOHx_Hqwh_hw

Chronicle Illinois published an article on March 1st, 2025:

https://chronicleillinois.com/news/peoria-county-news/river-cities-initiative-sets-sail/?sfnsn=mo
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25NewsNow https://www.25newsnow.com/2025/03/31/mavyor-led-group-forms-

advocate-towns-cities-along-illinois-river/
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Shaw Media article on Mayor Hasty’s visit to Washington, DC:
https://www.shawlocal.com/illinois-valley/2025/03/08/ottawa-mayor-robb-hasty-
represents-illinois-river-cities-and-towns-initiative-in-washington-dc/
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The CFCI has created a page on their website:

https://cfci.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=3376

COMMUNITY @ FOUN DATIQN
Funds > lllinois River Cities and Towns Initiative Fund

lllinois River Cities and Towns Initiative Fund
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IRCTI and GLSL Cities Initiative Signed an MOU on

May 15, 2025 in Milwaukee, WI : To ensure the health of the
Great Lakes, Illinois River, and their connected ecosystems for
current and future generations;




SHAW LOCAL News Network Signin &

Ottawa mayor inks regional waterway partnership to
boost economic, environmental efforts

Partnership will connect Great Lakes and lllinois River communities to promote
sustainability, infrastructure investment

By Bill Freskos

May 17, 2025 at 10:00 am CDT
By Bill Freskos

-%: p— - Ottawa Mayor Robb Hasty represented the city this week in Milwaukee as

part of a major step forward for all communities in the region along the

Mlinois River.

On Wednesday, Hasty, who co-chairs the Illinois River Cities and Towns
Initiative, helped set up a partnership between IRCTI and the Great Lakes

and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative.

https://www.shawlocal.com/illinois-valley/2025/05/17/ottawa-mayor-
The lllinois River flows through Ottawa, one of several cities joining a new regional partnership aimed at |n kS—re,C_fJO na l—Wate rway- pa rtners h i p—to— bOOSt—eCO no miC—e nVi ronmenta l_—

boosting economic development and protecting freshwater resources. (Scott Anderson)
efforts/
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IRCTI and IRBS Sighed an MOU
on Nov 5, 2025 in Peoria lL.
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This MOU establishes a collaborative partnership between IRBS and IRCTI to:
e Advance ecological stewardship e Strengthen science-based decision-making
e Support sustainable community development along the Illinois River



IRCTI Member Cities

TI
* Peoria * Chillicothe
* Pekin * Peoria Heights
 East Peoria * Marselilles
* Ottawa * Ogleshy
* Morris * Havana

* Channahon * Henry
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Illinois River Cities And Towns Initiative To Hold
First Meeting

SEPTEMBER 26, 2025 * BY DAVID MURRAY * LISTEN TOTIIISARTICL[ED:OU

The newly formed Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative is holding its first annual meeting November 5-6 in Peoria, Il The
IRCTI, which officially formed in February (WJ, Sept. 24, 2024, has been appointing officers and getting itself arganized.

The Illinois River is a critically important barge corridor, providing cost-effective transportation for major bulk commodities
like grain, coal, and petroleum te global markets and facilitating multimodal connections between inland ports and the Great
Lakes. The IRCTI is a regional grouping of 15 ports along the lllinois River, modeled after the successful Mississippi River Cities

and Town Initiative. Its audience includes ports, riverfront c ies, regional planning ernment
agencies, b and anyone d in advancing rural riverfront economic development.
Participants can register online at cor com/corm-belt-ports-illinois-p: ip it-registration-form-2025.

Speakers will include mayors of ports along the river who serve as joint co-chairs of the IRCTI, including Rita Ali, mayor of
Pearia; Robert Hasty, mayor of Qttawa, Ill.; John Kahl, mayor of East Pearla; Chris Brown, mayor of Morris, southwest of
Chicago. Missey Schumacher, mayor of Channahon, serves as secretary.

Sign up for Waterway Journal's weekly newsletter.

Our weekly newsletter delivers the latest inland marine news straight to your inbox including breaking news, our exclusive columns
and much more,
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Illinois Waterway: Connecting The Great Lakes To
The Gulf

SEPTEMBER 26,2025 * BY KEN ERIKSEN * LISTEN TO THIS ARTICLE BOLOD

As the summer of 2025 has wound down, the refrain from the Turnpike Troubadours song “Long Hot Summer Day” comes to
mind.

For every day I'm workin’ on the lllinois River
(Get a half a day off with pay
0ld towboat pickin’ up barges
0n along hot summer day
To seize these opportunities, coordinated action is essential. Initiatives like the lllinois River Cities and Towns Initiative are

laying the groundwork for a unified approach to infrastructure, investment and advocacy.

11I€ HUNOIS FIVET 15 @ 333-MIE Waterway CONMECng te LIeat LaKes WIt tNe MissIssippi KIVET Basin FOUgN a Series of eignt
locks, essentially between Chicago and St. Louis. The waterway traverses the rich, productive farmland of lllinois, serving
nine port districts along the way as shown in Figure 1.
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Testimony to the Mississippi River Commission (MRC)

Presented by: Anshu Singh. Executive Director, Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative
(RCTD)
Date: Aug 15, 2025

President and Commissioners,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is Anshu Singh. and I am here
representing the new Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative (TRCTI).

IRCTI is a newly formed. mayor-led organization representing more than fifteen cities and towns
along the Illinois River—a major tributary of the Mississippi River and a vital past of its
watershed. The Illinois River watershed encompasses 46% of Illinois” agricultural production,
44% of the state’s land area, and its counties are home to 20% of the state’s population. Nearly
half of the state’s waterborne commerce is on the Illinois River. This makes our region not only
a significant contributor to the state’s economV and ecology, but a.lso a major player in the
overall health and inability of the Misst 1 River

IRCTI is modeled after two successful mayor-led
organizations on the Mississippi River and Great Lakes—
MRCTI and GLSL Cities. I would also like to
acknowledge that the Illinois Waterway Ports
Commission is IRCTT's govemment sponsor.

Our mission is to unite local govermments along the
Illineds River to create an influential and independent
voice for our region—protecting our conmmunities”

political and economic i preserving

integrity and resilience. and supporting policies and
initiatives that ensure river's economic and environmental
sustamnability for present and fioture generations.
Ultimately, our work aims to protect the Ilinods River asa
thriving natural system while strengthening its role within
the broader Mississippi River watershed.

As we begin our work, we respectfully request that the Mississippi River C ission fecognize
IRCTI as a stakeholder in the Mississippi River system and inchude us in ifs list of stakeholders.
Such recognition will strengthen our ability to a].lgn our efforts with regional and

456 Fulton Street, Suite 370, Peoria, lllineis 61602, cell 419.481-0706 anshu.singh@illinoisrivercities.org
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national i ives and to work alongside you on shared priorities for the health and prosperity of
the river.

Iwmlldalso ll‘keto extend an invitation to the Commission to join vs for IRCTT s First Anmmual

scl d for N her 5—6, 2025, in Peoria, Ilinois. We would be honored to have
your participation, and we welcome the opportunity for you fo spealk at the event if your
schedules allow.

Thank you again for your time, your leadership, and your i it to the Mississippi River
and its tributaries. We look forward to workmg with you to strengthen the river system for the
benefit of our communities, our economy, and our environment.

Regards,

My

Dr. Anshu Singh
Executive Director
Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative (TRCTT)



The Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative (IRCTI)

addresses matters of concern, including:

Regional Multi-Modal Transportation investment objectives associated with
Marine Highways 35 and 55.

Riverfront Community Economic Development

Resilient Water Resources Infrastructure Investment (Common with MRCTI)
River water quality and habitat restoration (Common with MRCTI)

State coordination around River management and improvement (Common with
MRCTI)

More impactful water conservation measures (Common with MRCTI)
Sustainable economies (Common with MRCTI)

Celebration of the River culture and history (Common with MRCTI)

Promote Kaskaskia Watershed Association - Like Activities in the lllinois River
Watershed

Productive Partnerships With: SO

The Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative (MRCTI) !

AN

The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
The Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway (Road) O

Peoria to Chicago Passenger Rail Service Initiative (Rail) @ Q‘V
The Illinois Waterway Supply Chain Users (Waterway) 0

The Illinois River Sustainability & Ecosystem Working Group

Illinois River Regional Recreation and Ecotourism Initiatives

AN N N NN
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