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The Illinois 
River Cities 

and Towns 
Initiative 

is the 
Missing 

Link



Bottom Line
• The Cities and Towns along the Illinois River need to 

be organized like the Great Lakes and Mississippi 
River to Influence National Policy and Investment 
Decisions.

• Our Models: 

The Mississippi River Cities and 
Towns Initiative

https://glslcities.org/

https://www.mrcti.org/about-us
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https://www.mrcti.org/about-us
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Illinois River Basin
• 44% of the state’s land area

• 90% of Illinois’ population resides 
in the counties overlapping wholly 
or partially with the watershed

• 48% of the state’s agricultural 
production

• 44.6% of the state’s waterborne 
freight tonnage (34.7 M Tons) 
(2021)

4http://ilrdss.isws.illinois.edu/links/watersheds.asp?ws=23

The 
Illinois Waterway 

Ports Commission Area

Strategic Context

http://ilrdss.isws.illinois.edu/links/watersheds.asp?ws=23


Coastal and Inland U.S. Ports  
U.S. Ports Map from a Federal Agency Website 30 August 2024

Everyday We Must Fight for Visibility at the National Level 

Invisible,
Suppressed,

Left Out,
& Left Off,

Again



Major Cities 
Peoria Metropolitan Area
Ottawa

Ports (State Recognized)
Havana Regional Port (2311)
Heart of Illinois Regional Port (2312) 
Illinois Valley Regional Port (2313)
Ottawa City Port (7712)
Seneca Regional Port (7710)

Metropolitan Planning Organization
Tri-County 

Regional Planning Agencies (See Map)
North Central Illinois
Tri-County
Western Illinois

USACE (Corps) ILWW Project Office
Peoria 

Supporting USCG (Coast Guard) Office
Peoria

Illinois Waterway Visitors Center
Starved Rock Lock and Dam (Ottawa)

Lead Resource Supt Agency (Western IL Univ)
Institute for Rural Affairs (Plus)

Illinois Waterway (ILWW) 
Ports Commission

Illinois Waterway Ports
Commission



https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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(Model)

Joliet Regional Port, IL

We Must Maintain Our National Ranking

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards


2022 POWER PORTS Global Trade : July/August 2022 
(mydigitalpublication.com)

Top 50 Power Ports

We Must Maintain 
Our Global Standing

https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports


https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download
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Illinois Waterway
Rural, Regional, Multi-Modal, Inland Port

Regional Partnerships
Multi-Modal Regional Port Commission

Lead Economic Development Organization

Lead Business/Industry Organization

Regional Planning Agencies

Sustainability & Environmental Working Group Illinois River
Working Group

Riverfront Cities and Towns Collaboration IRCTI

(MPO)



Stronger Together: The City-Port Partnership
Shared objectives for Growth and Sustainability

• Driving Economic 
Growth: Increased trade, 
commerce, and job 
creation

• Attracting Investment: 
Enhancing infrastructure 
and business 
opportunities

• Sustainable 
Development: Balancing 
economic progress with 
river ecosystem 
management



Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is the 
Building Block 



IRCTI Launch at MRCTI Annual 
Meeting in Baton Rouge, LA 



IRCTI Launch at MRCTI Annual 
Meeting in Baton Rouge, LA 

Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative (IRCTI) in the news 

https://waterwayscouncil.org/media/in-the-news/article/2024/09/initiative-will-
be-advocate-for-needs-of-illinois-river-communities

https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2024/09/20/illinois-river-port-communities-
form-coalition/

https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/ports-along-the-
mississippi-river-unified-how-it-impacts-central-
illinois/#:~:text=The%20Illinois%20River%20Cities%20and,East%20Peoria%20Ma
yor%20John%20Kahl.&text=Anshu%20Singh%20is%20the%20project,the%20grou
p%20is%20being%20formed.

https://www.myjournalcourier.com/news/article/new-initiative-advocate-illinois-
river-19773837.php

https://www.shawlocal.com/morris-herald-news/2024/09/19/morris-part-of-new-
illinois-river-cities-coalition/
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IRCTI Organizational Meeting 
Feb 2025 

Waterways Journal published an article on IRCTI on Friday, February 21st, 2025: 
https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2025/02/21/illinois-river-ports-form-association/

Shaw Media also picked up the story and ran this article: https://www.shawlocal.com/illinois-
valley/2025/02/23/ottawa-joins-illinois-river-mayors-to-launch-illinois-river-cities-and-towns-initiative/?utm_campaign=snd-
autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_MyWebTimes&fbclid=IwY2xjawIpieZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHbyqb5A5sLlJ70CsX1dJ
c3yFYcsgg7RcRT7F7_o65g1JMfw-Cm4GhccUxg_aem_tRRDpCxMj5TOHx_Hqwh_hw

 
Chronicle Illinois published an article on March 1st, 2025: 
https://chronicleillinois.com/news/peoria-county-news/river-cities-initiative-sets-sail/?sfnsn=mo
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Media

25NewsNow https://www.25newsnow.com/2025/03/31/mayor-led-group-forms-
advocate-towns-cities-along-illinois-river/
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Capitol Meeting in Washington DC, March 5-7, 2025

Shaw Media article on Mayor Hasty’s visit to Washington, DC: 
https://www.shawlocal.com/illinois-valley/2025/03/08/ottawa-mayor-robb-hasty-
represents-illinois-river-cities-and-towns-initiative-in-washington-dc/
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Fiscal Sponsor: Community 
Foundation of Central Illinois (CFCI)

The CFCI has created a page on their website: 
https://cfci.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=3376

https://cfci.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=3376


Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities 
Initiative (GLSLCI) Annual Conference  

IRCTI and GLSL Cities Initiative Signed an MOU on 
May 15, 2025 in Milwaukee, WI : To ensure the health of the 
Great Lakes, Illinois River, and their connected ecosystems for 
current and future generations;
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IRCTI and IRBS Signed an MOU 
on Nov 5, 2025 in Peoria IL.

 This MOU establishes a collaborative partnership between IRBS and IRCTI to: 
• Advance ecological stewardship • Strengthen science-based decision-making 
• Support sustainable community development along the Illinois River 



IRCTI Member Cities

• Peoria
• Pekin
• East Peoria
• Ottawa
• Morris
• Channahon        

• Chillicothe
• Peoria Heights
• Marseilles
• Oglesby
• Havana
• Henry



www.Illinoisrivercities.org



Media Coverage



Follow us on LinkedIn 







The Illinois River Cities and Towns Initiative (IRCTI) 
addresses matters of concern, including:

• Regional Multi-Modal Transportation investment objectives associated with 
Marine Highways 35 and 55.

• Riverfront Community Economic Development
• Resilient Water Resources Infrastructure Investment (Common with MRCTI)
• River water quality and habitat restoration (Common with MRCTI)
• State coordination around River management and improvement (Common with 

MRCTI)
• More impactful water conservation measures (Common with MRCTI)
• Sustainable economies (Common with MRCTI)
• Celebration of the River culture and history (Common with MRCTI)
• Promote Kaskaskia Watershed Association - Like Activities in the Illinois River 

Watershed 
• Productive Partnerships With: 

✓ The Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative (MRCTI)
✓ The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 
✓ The Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway (Road)
✓ Peoria to Chicago Passenger Rail Service Initiative (Rail)  
✓ The Illinois Waterway Supply Chain Users (Waterway)
✓ The Illinois River Sustainability & Ecosystem Working Group
✓ Illinois River Regional Recreation and Ecotourism Initiatives
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Conspicuously Absent 2019

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

National Ports GIS Database Map

The Inland Ports 
“Black Hole”

(Port Shadow Zone)

Locks & Dam 26

Being in Flyover 
Country is Bad Enough
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Corn Belt Ports Today

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

National Ports GIS Database Map (2022)

Locks & Dam 26
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Major Cities 
Peoria Metropolitan Area
Ottawa

Ports (State Recognized)
Havana Regional Port (2311)
Heart of Illinois Regional Port (2312) 
Illinois Valley Regional Port (2313)
Ottawa City Port (7712)
Seneca Regional Port (7710)

Metropolitan Planning Organization
Tri-County 

Regional Planning Agencies (See Map)
North Central Illinois
Tri-County
Western Illinois

USACE (Corps) ILWW Project Office
Peoria 

Supporting USCG (Coast Guard) Office
Peoria

Illinois Waterway Visitors Center
Starved Rock Lock and Dam (Ottawa)

Lead Resource Supt Agency (Western IL Univ)
Institute for Rural Affairs (Plus)

Illinois Waterway (ILWW) 
Ports Commission

Illinois Waterway Ports
Commission
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