
We are too close together not to be 
viewed as part of the same team



The Rivers Are So Close Because they 
Both Were the Upper Mississippi River 

During the Ice Age, the current Illinois River was 
the Upper Mississippi River.  In the Illinoisian 

Stage, which occurred about 300,000 to 
132,000 years ago, ice and glacial till blocked 
the Upper Mississippi River near Rock Island, 

diverting it to its present westerly channel.  After 
the Glaciers melted the Illinois River flowed into 

the ancient channel of the Upper Mississippi 
River, which was shaped by the Kankakee 

Torrent about 18,500 years ago.



We Don’t Want One to Be in the Shadow of the Other



We Have A Lot in Common
• We (IL & IA) are the Top 2 Corn and Soybean Exporting States 
• We are a Nationally and Globally Significant Manufacturing Region 
• Part of the Illinois Defense Manufacturing Consortium (QC & 

Peoria)
• We are the Bulk Cargo Component of the Midwest’s 

Transportation and Logistics System   
• Inside the Same 1930s Federal 9-foot Channel Lock and Dam 

System Project
• Part of the Same Congressionally Designated Upper Mississippi 

and Illinois Waterway Navigation System (1986)
• Part of the Same Upper Mississippi River Restoration Program 

(1986)
• Part of the Same Navigation and Ecosystem Restoration Program 

(2007)
• Three Common U.S. Representatives (LaHood, Sorenson, Miller)
• Scenic River Byways



The Gaps

• Cruise Boats
• Federal Small Boat Harbor Dredging (IIJA)
• Comprehensive Lock Rehab
• 1200’ Locks Funded for Const (Keokuk & L/D 25)
• MARAD Port Infrastructure Dev. Program Grants
• State Recognized Ports (< 2020)
• River Cities Organization (< 2024)
• 2019 Approved Restoration Projects (UMRR)
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