
Corn Belt Ports Illinois River 
Partnership Summit 2025



SI Now 
A regional economic development 

organization serving the 17 

southernmost counties in Illinois.
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A WIN FOR ONE IS A WIN FOR ALL
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STRATEGIC  TRANSPORTATION 

ASSETS: R4 ADVANTAGE
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IN THE MIDDLE OF EVERYWHERE



7

2024 Rural Community  Economic 
Development Conference
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STRATEGIC  TRANSPORTATION 

ASSETS: R4 ADVANTAGE

Illinois Marine Transportation System Plan and Economic Impact Analysis (IDOT, March 2021)

• 19 Port Districts

• 1/3 in SI Now’s Footprint

• + Private Terminals in 
non-designated areas

• Alexander-Cairo (2010)

• Jackson-Union (1976)

• Massac-Metropolis (2009)

• Shawneetown (1961)

REGIONAL IDENTITY
TONNAGE MATTERS
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2024 Rural Community  Economic 
Development Conference



Southern Illinois Regional Port Commission
A Port Collaborative Concept modeled after 

Corn Belt Ports and the Illinois Waterway (ILWW) Ports Commission Act
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In alignment with other established Illinois Port Commissions, the Southern Illinois Regional Ports will:

• Respect and support the individual identities of Southern Illinois’ state-designated port districts while advancing regional interests as 
a federally recognized multi-modal port; 

• Elevate the region’s profile to improve regional, national and global competitiveness;

• Enhance the ability to compete for and attract public and private investment;

• Advance regional marketing and economic development efforts; 

• Create a regional multi-modal transportation infrastructure identity; 

• Better serve the State of Illinois and the region as an expanded economic development tool within Southern Illinois.



Action Plan
✓Engage local Senators and Representatives for input.
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✓Gauge interest from existing Southern Illinois ports in 
engaging in discussion about a Southern Illinois Regional 
Ports Commission (or other name to be determined) 
modeled after the Corn Belt Ports and Illinois Waterway 
Ports Commission examples. 

✓Goals to maintain individual port district state 
designations and boards, while providing an avenue for 
regional tonnage reporting, increased funding 
opportunities/investment, and administrative 
support.  

✓If port interest exists, explore interest from associated 
counties. 

✓Engage Corn Belt Ports/ILWW representatives for 
process guidance.

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=103-0883
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=103-0883


Southern Illinois Regional 
Port Commission

11 Counties
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❑ Federal Port Statistical Area Application – August 2025
❑ Formal Governance Structure
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OUT OF SITE, OUT OF MIND

TELLING THE COLLECTIVE STORY
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Points of Pride

Southern Illinois Ports

• Home to the confluence of the Mississippi and 
Ohio Rivers

• Route for 80% of U.S. inland barge traffic

• Southern Illinois Named a 2025 Top Logistics 
Hub for the first time ever!

2025 Milestones
Southern Illinois Ports
All Southern Illinois Ports made the Top 150 U.S. 
Ports list for annual tonnage – A FIRST!

Alexander-Cairo Port District
✓ Phase I Environmental Site Assessment
✓ Commodity Flows and Opportunity Analysis
✓ Navigational Study – favorable results with 

the fleet and dock facility as proposed

Jackson-Union Counties Regional Port District
✓ Comprehensive Economic Feasibility Study 

(current)

Massac-Metropolis Port District
✓ Acquired Lock & Dam 52 site in Brookport – 

16,300’ of river frontage 

Shawneetown Regional Port District
✓ New fertilizer distribution terminal (50 jobs)
✓ $27M public/private investment 
✓ + $10M for port access road + $420,000 for 

master plan

ILLINOIS 
AND RURAL 

ON THE RISE
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COORDINATED APPROACH
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