
This Article Gave Birth to the Corn Belt Ports 
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Black Hole Eliminated in 2020



https://labortribune.com/biden-sees-central-port-as-a-lesson-to-the-nation/
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https://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Navigation/Inland-Waterways-Users-Board/Trust-Fund-Projects/

New Locks Only Went to 
Where There Were Ports Inside 

the Lock & Dam System



No Ports = No Grants

The one “INFRA” 
grant Dubuque 
“received” was 

returned.
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Conspicuously Absent 2019

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

National Ports GIS Database Map

The Inland Ports 
“Black Hole”

(Port Shadow Zone)

Locks & Dam 26

Being in Flyover 
Country is Bad Enough
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Corn Belt Ports Today
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National Ports GIS Database Map

Locks & Dam 26
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Corn Belt Ports

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(GOAL: A Top 50 US Port)

Corn for Grain 2018

Production by County

For Selected States

NESP
Enabler

Coastal Port Access 
to Global Markets

Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multimodal, land Partnership Ports
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Corn Belt Ports

Soybeans 2018

Production by County

For Selected States

NESP
Enabler

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(GOAL: A Top 50 US Port)

Coastal Port Access
 to Global Markets

Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multimodal, Inland Partnership Ports



Corn Belt Ports Leadership
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Douglas Aeilts
Chair, 

Mid-America Port 
Commission

Travis McGlasson 
Chair, 

Illinois 
Waterway Ports

Commission

Ashley Harris 
Chair,

Rock Island Regional 
Port District

Upper Mississippi River Ports (IA & IL)

Jim Irwin 
Chair,

Ports of Eastern Iowa 
Authority

Chad Ubl
Executive Secretary
Port of Winona, MN

Northern Grain
 Belt Ports



Used by a Federal Organization in June 2026

Missing
Corn Belt Ports



Used by a Federal Organization in June 2026

Missing
Corn Belt Ports



Used by a Federal Organization in June 2026

Missing
Corn Belt Ports



Used by a Federal Organization in June 2026

Missing
Corn Belt Ports



https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?layers=3253bcaf83dc4daea2d1b48fb87deaea

Corn Belt Ports

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?layers=3253bcaf83dc4daea2d1b48fb87deaea


https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?layers=3253bcaf83dc4daea2d1b48fb87deaea

Corn Belt Ports

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?layers=3253bcaf83dc4daea2d1b48fb87deaea
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https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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Joliet Regional Port, IL

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards


41 Mid-America Port

     Commission

2022 POWER PORTS Global Trade : July/August 2022 
(mydigitalpublication.com)

Top 50 Power Ports

https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports


https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download
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“Through modern locks, we are gonna help farmers get their 

products to markets faster, more efficiently, lower costs and 
keep American agriculture globally competitive,”

April 12, 2022: President Joe Biden in Menlo, Iowa

Retrofitting 
Lock and Dam 

25 with a 1200’ 
Lock was 

Funded in the 
Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Bill!



Corn Belt Ports
Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multimodal, Inland Partnership Ports

Greatest Infrastructure 
Investment Need & 

Greatest Infrastructure 
Investment Opportunity

1200’ Locks Authorized for Construction



Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 
Port Infrastructure 

Development Program Grants 
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4 Hennepin, IL $38,582,711

Hardin, IL $9,000,000

5

7
15 November 2024

7 November 2023

2

1 Red Wing, MN $1,989,246 

Wabasha, MN $2,545,297

3 LaGrange, MO $11,091,844

2

1

3

2022 and Prior
ZERO

6 Hannibal, MO $27,324,552

22 April 2026

6
7 Seneca, IL $11,221,110

4





Sec. 11. Establish Maritime Prosperity Zones. Within 90 days of the date of this order, the 
Secretary of Commerce, in coordination with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of 
Transportation, and the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall deliver a plan to the President 
through the APNSA for inclusion in the MAP that identifies opportunities to incentivize and 
facilitate domestic and allied investment in United States maritime industries and waterfront 
communities through establishment of maritime prosperity zones.  The proposal shall: (a) 
model these maritime prosperity zones on the opportunity zones established pursuant to 
section 13823 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-97, 131 Stat. 2054), which I 
signed into law during my first Administration;
(b) include stipulations for appropriate regulatory relief in the establishment of such zones; 
and
(c) provide for zones that are outside of traditional coastal shipbuilding and ship repair centers 
and are geographically diverse, including river regions as well as the Great Lakes.







Corn Belt Ports 
Logical Counterpart to “America’s Ag Coast”

Middle Mississippi PortsUpper Miss/ILWW Ports

“a thing that fits another perfectly; something that completes; complements”

2017

2023



Supply Chain Expeditions

• South Korea has significantly increased its U.S. grain purchases. 
• U.S. corn purchase commitments are running at double last 

year's levels.
• Korean buyers recently added 90 million bushels of U.S. corn to 

their import portfolio.



U.S. 
Corn Belt

Corn Belt Ports

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region (X4)
(Goal: A Top 50 US Port )

Coastal Port Access 
to Global Markets

Major Urban Metro Port

Chicago

St. Paul

St. Louis

4

3

2
1

4 – Northern Grain Belt Ports
3 – Upper Mississippi River Ports (IA & IL)

2 – Mid-America Port Commission

1 – Illinois Waterway Ports Commission

Aligned with Both Grain Production &
Rural Ports and Waterways Infrastructure

Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multimodal, Inland Partnership Ports

Rural Maritime 
Prosperity Zones 

& Economic 
Development 

Engines 



Top 10 U.S. 
Agriculture 

Product
Exporting 

States
(2023)

#4
#15

#3#2

#8
Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(Goal: A Top 50 US Port)

Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multimodal, Inland Partnership Ports

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/state-agricultural-trade-data/annual-state-agricultural-exports
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Special 
Partnership

Area

The County is 
the Building 

Block 



Corn Belt Ports Model
Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, Multimodal, 

Inland Partnership Port (X4)
Multimodal Regional Port Commission/Association

Lead Economic Development Organization

Lead Business/Industry Organization

Regional Planning Agencies (MPO Center)

Sustainability & Environmental Working Group

Riverfront Cities and Towns Collaboration

Flood Infrastructure Working Group

Supply Chain Training and Education Consortium

Defense Manufacturing, Logistics & Supply Chain Corridor







2026 Annual
 Meeting

2023

2024

2025
2026

U.S. 
Corn Belt

25-27 August 2026
Quad Cities, USA

https://waterways.org/events-education/annual-meeting/
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